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SHU prepping computers for Y2K bug
Photo by Brian Corasaniti
Laptop technicians help out some SHU freshmen get their computers upgraded for Y2K,
By Brian Corasaniti
Co-Editor- in-Chief
Since laptop and desktop 
computers at Sacred Heart 
University are not compliant 
with the Y2K bug, SHU is hold­
ing upgrading sessions in the 
old gym through Dec. 10 for all 
SHU students.
Upgrades for faculty lap­
tops will also be held at the 
same time. All faculty and staff 
desktop PCs will be updated 
between the week of Dec. 13 
until Christmas break, accord­
ing to Susan Pelletier, project 
coordinator for the desktop and 
laptop Y2K computer upgrade.
Pelletier said the upgrade^ 
will take approximately 20 to 30 
minutes and that all students 
with laptops, even those not 
purchased through the school, 
should come.
SHU is hoping to service 
the 2,700 student and faculty 
laptops and the 400 desktops by
the end of the semester.
Upgrade sessions for fresh­
men with IBM 390-E laptops 
was held on Monday and 
Tuesday. Sophomores with 
IBM 380’s and the last name 
starting in A-I were upgraded 
Wednesday.
Sophomores with last 
names J-Q will be held from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m. today. 
Sophomores with last names R- 
Z will be held from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. tomorrow .
Juniors with Texas 
Instrument 660’s with last 
names A-I will be held on 
Monday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
See Laptops, Page 2
Y2K: Government says 
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State of University exposed TuesdayInside
By Matt Duda
Co-Editor-in-Chief
Students hoping to grab the 
ear of key Sacred Heart adminis­
trators will have their wishes 
granted next week.
The second annual State of 
the University address will be 
held from 7 to 9 p.m. this 
Tuesday in the theater.
“This will give the universi­
ty community a chance to see 
what the status of the university 
is and where it’s going,” said 
Student Government President 
Jason Slattery. “It’s basically to 
see where we’re at.”
The event, coordinated by
Student Government, will begin 
with speeches by Slattery and 
Sacred Heart President Anthony 
Cemera.
After that, students will be 
able to fire questions at a panel 
of SHU administrators. The 
forum will be moderated by Dr. 
Gary Rose, professor of political 
science.
Scheduled to be on the 
panel are Mike Trimble (Vice 
President for Technology), 
Douglas Bohn (Registrar), 
Julie Savino (Financial Aid), 
Mike Giaquinto (Facilities 
Management), Bill O’Connell 
(Public Safety), Elinor Biggs 
(University Relations), Michael
Bozzone (Dean of Freshman), 
Larry Wielk (Dean of Students) 
and Elizabeth Luckie 
(Athletics).
Slattery said that the forum 
allows students to find out how 
SHU plans to improve and to get 
questions answered directly 
from the administration.
“Everybody has concerns,” 
Slattery said. “Nobody is hav­
ing a perfect existance at SHU, 
it’s just a matter of getting peo­
ple to voice their concerns.”
Slattery hopes that the Sate 
of the University address halps 
the institution identify areas it 
needs to improve.
‘There’s been so much
growth but do we really devel­
op,” asked Slattery. “We have a 
just good enough phone system, 
we have a just good enough this, 
a just good enough that.”
Tom Wuestkamp, junior 
class president, said that stu­
dents with questions or prob­
lems should come to the forum.
“This is a way for students 
to get their questions answered,” 
Wuestkamp said. “They can ask 
administrators questions and 
there’s no place for them to go 
hide.”
Last years inaugural State 
of the University address attract­
ed some 150 students. Slattery 
hopes to double that number.
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Statewide bodybuilding 
champ a SHU student
By Brenda Mendez
Contributing Writer
Among 1 Sacred Heart 
University’s very own is this 
year’s Mr. Connecticut, sopho­
more Gordon Falcetti.
The 19-year-old was hon­
ored on June 12 as the overall 
junior winner by the 
American Natural Bodybuilding 
Conference.
“Most people don’t think of 
bodybuilding as a sport,” said 
Falcetti. “People don’t give it 
as much attention because there 
i..i’t a lot of action involved.”
The Litchfield native began 
lifting weights for fun. After
five years of training, Falcetti 
decided to compete.
“Bodybuilding is very per­
sonal,” he said. “Now it has 
turned into more of a lifestyle 
for me because I’m constantly 
thinking about it.”
According to Falcetti, 
bodybuilders cannot prepare for 
competitions like teams. It is an 
individual sport.
“I know what kind of diet 
works for me,” he said. “What 
works for me might not work 
for anyone else.”
Falcetti said that research 
helped him acquire knowledge
See Falcetti, Page 2
Contributed Photo
(Right) Gordon Flacetti, a sophomore from Litchfield, took 
first place in the junior division of the 1999 ANBC Natural 
Connecticut Bodybuiiding Championships in West Hartford,
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News Briefs
SHU’s ACS chapter named outstanding group
Sacred Heart University’s chapter of the American 
Chemical Society has been named one of the nation’s 
25 “outstanding” groups for the third year in a row. 
There are more than 900 chapters nationwide.
The announcement marks the fourth time that 
SHU’s chapter has received national recognition. In 
1995-96, the group received a “commendable” rating. 
ACS awards three levels of recognition based on each 
chapter’s annual report: honorable mention,commend­
able and outstanding.
The SHU chapter, along with its advisor, Linda 
Farber, assistant professor of chemistry, will receive a 
plaque at the AMS annual meeting in San Francisco, 
March 26-30.
Elizabeth Mangione, a junior from Valley Stream, 
N.Y., is president of the chapter. Other offciers are: 
Anne Coary, a senior from Red Hill, Penn., vice presi­
dent; Natalie Cote, a junior from Londonderry, N.H., 
secretary; and Vimala George, a junior from Trumbull, 
treasurer.
Class of2002 meeting coming this Monday
The Class of 2002 will be holding a meeting on 
Monday. The meeting is open to anyone in the class 
who wants to voice their concerns, ask questions or get 
involved. The meeting is at 8 p.m. in the first floor 
lobby of East Hall.
Faculty development seminar tomorrow
Claire Paolini, dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, will give a talk on her paper “The Long Arm 
of el Generalisimo vs. Self-Authentication.”
The event will be held at 2 p.m. tomorrow in the 
Faculty Lbuttge. R.S.V.P. to Nina Clark via e-mail or 
by calling 365-7528.
Applicants sought for CURTIS Week
Sacred Heart University is organizing a pilot pro­
gram for students who have not been involved in 
Community Connections or El Salvador before.
Applications can be found in Campus Ministry and 
Service Learning offices and are due at 5 p.m. Dec. 10. 
A $35 application will be due at acceptance to the pro­
gram.
-Compiled by Brian Corasaniti
Colleges are not ready for 
Y2K bug, government says
By Tiffany Black
Campus Correspondent - UNC- 
Chapel Hill
For the last two years, uni­
versities across the country have 
scrambled to ensure their com­
puter systems work well into the 
new millennium. Now, with 
only one month to go before the 
Y2K bug is expected to strike, 
the U.S. Department of 
Education has released a report 
indicating that all that work may 
not pay off for many schools.
The rei»rt, based on a sur­
vey completed by 1,352 univer­
sities nationwide, indicates that 
many institutions may not be 
prepared to combat the techno­
logical troubles Y2K is expect­
ed to cause. Researchers esti­
mated that 210 universities 
wouldn’t be ready to fight the 
glitch — which started years 
ago when scientists pro­
grammed the first computers to
record years using only two dig­
its, not four. According to the 
survey, only 61 percent of uni­
versities reported that their most 
critical computer systems were 
Y2K-ready in ’October. 
However, by Jan. 1, 97 percent 
of schools reported they would 
be.
President Clinton’s top 
Y2K officials aren’t as confi­
dent. After viewing the report, 
they declared that institutions of 
higher education are among the 
least prepared for 2000.
“I see a big problem here, 
even though we’ve finally seen 
progress in this area,” John 
Koskinen, chairman of the 
President’s Council on Year 200 
Conversion, told the Chronicle 
of Higher Education.
To help school’s determine 
just how Y2K compliant they 
are, the Department of 
Education has come up with 
checklists and questions for 
school adminstrators.
Falcetti: SHU student also state champ
Continued from Page 1
necessary to keep himself in 
good physical condition. 
Reading proper material helped 
him construct his diet.
“Most of it is experimenta­
tion,” said Falcetti. “If one 
thing doesn’t work, I move on to 
something else.”
Falcetti’s diet changes 
throughout the year. It is easier 
to maintain while living at some 
since he can weigh his food. 
When approaching competition, 
he begins cutting down calorie 
intake.
“During off season, I train 
four or five days a week for an 
hour and a half,” he said.
When approaching compe­
tition, Falcetti trains, “six or 
seven days for two to three 
hours.”
Competitions consist of two 
rounds. The first is pre-judging 
round which takes place in the 
afternoon, and the second is the 
night show.
During the ^ pre-judging 
round, competitors are “lined up 
on stage in mandatory poses,” 
said Falcetti.
“The top five placers in pre­
judging make it to the night
show,” said Falcetti
The night show consists of 
“a pre-rehearsed posing routine 
to music,” he said.
The panel of judges com­
pare the athletes to each other. 
Muscle size and shape are 
important.
Continuing to compete in 
local shows, Falcetti said he 
plans to expand his activity in 
the sport by competing in open 
men’s classes, which include 
males up to the age of 35.
“I’m going to take it as far 
as I can,” said Falcetti. “I’m not 
putting anything in my body that 
detracts from building muscles.”
Laptops: Sacred Heart getting ready for Y2K
Continued from Page 1
Juniors with last names J-Q will 
be held on Tuesday from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. and juniors with last
name R-Z will be held on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m.
Seniors with last names A-I 
will also be held on Wednesday 
from 4 to 10 p.m.
Seniors who have last 
name J-Q will be held on Dec. 9 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and 
seniors with last names R-Z will 
be held on Dec. 10 from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m.
ATTENTION PIONEER 
STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
Don't Miss Your Shot 
to see the Pioneers battle 
St. John's and UConn
Limited Availability!!!
Only 100 total student and 70 total faculty tickets available
Men's Basketball v,v. St. John's Red Storm 
Dec. 29, 1999 7:30 pm at Alumni Hall, St. John’s U. 
Students - $10 Faculty / Staff - $20
Men's Basketball v.v. #5 UConn Huskies 
Jan. 3, 2000 7:00 pm at Hartford Civic Center 
Students - $15 \\7 T-shirt Faculty / Staff - $25
Ticket Policies
1. Student limit one (1) ticket per student with valid SHU ID card
2. Faculty/Stafflimit two (2) tickets per faculty/staff member with ^
valid SHU ID card
3. Tickets may be purchased for both games at the same time
4. Tickets sold on first come, first serve basis
5. Student or faculty / staff member must be present to purchase their ticket
6. Student tickets are for SHU students only
7. All sales are final. There will be no refunds or exchanges
8. Tickets may be pxirchased with cash or check (madepayable to:
Sacred Heart Athletics)
Basketball Tickets On Sale
For students, faculty and staff members 
Wednesday, December 8th 
2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Student Union Hallway next to Cafeteria 
First Come, First Serve! I!
0:03
0:02
0:01
0:00
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Religion strong at colleges
TMS Campus
Religion is thriving on col­
lege campuses, but it doesn’t 
look much like the high-church 
services students’ parents may 
have attended years ago.
Students these days are 
more into spiritual exploration 
than formal worship, 
researchers behind a new study 
funded by the Lilly Endowment 
report. They presented their 
findings this week at the annual 
conference of the American 
Academy of Religion.
The study focused on four 
campuses that were not identi­
fied but chosen for their distinct 
character.
They were a state university 
enrolling more than 30,000 stu­
dents; a Lutheran liberal-arts 
college with about 3,000 stu­
dents; a private, historically 
black university with fewer than 
1,500 students and a Roman 
Catholic university with more 
than 8,000 students.
Researchers studied each 
campus for two years. They 
talked with hundreds of students 
and professors and observed
religion classes and worship 
services.
Despite each campus’ dis­
tinct religious character, 
researchers said students shared 
some common traits:
- They were more likely to 
consider themselves “spiritual” 
than “religious.” Students 
viewed spirituality as a continu­
ing journey and religion as a 
fixed set of rules handed down 
from their ancestors, said 
Conrad Cherry, director of the 
Center for the Study of Religion 
and American Culture at Indiana 
University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis, who led the proj­
ect.
- They were not likely to 
participate in religious organiza­
tions or attend worship service, 
but they didn’t think that was an 
accurate indicator of their inter­
est in religion.
- They were very interested 
in courses on religion and 
deemed them a useful means by 
which they could sort out their 
own beliefs.
- They felt spirituality and 
social service were closely 
linked. And while they may 
have their own, unique approach
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Public Safety Releases
to religion, they still considered 
public service an expression of 
their religious beliefs.
With the exception of the 
state university — where no one 
religion appeared to dominate 
— each of the campuses studied 
had its own religious identity, 
researchers said. They also 
noted that the campuses 
appeared to enjoy a significant 
amount of religious tolerance — 
an indication, researchers said, 
that students aren’t as loyal as 
their parents to any one denom­
ination.
The study did reveal some 
tensions. Evangelical Christian 
groups were perceived by many 
to be anti-intellectual and super­
ficial. Some professors also 
reported that they had a hard 
time persuading evangelical 
Christians of the importance of 
better understanding non- 
Westem religions.
Researchers said they also 
found discord among religion 
professors, some of whom 
viewed themselves as teachers 
of religious history, and others 
of who felt they should con­
tribute to a student’s spiritual 
growth.
Incident report from Nov. 18 to Nov. 23
Nov. 18: 1:06 p.m.- Staff member reported the theft of her poeket 
book from her unsecured office in Curtis Hall. Fairfield Police 
were called and responded.
7:28 p.m.- Staff member reported there were two students in the 
dining hall arguing. Public Safety responded; the argument ended. 
Nov. 19: 1:01 a.m.- East Hall, fourth floor fire alarm caused by
800 ■ WORKING
burnt popcorn. Simplex monitoring system called the Bridgeport 
Fire Department and they responded.
3:24 a.m.- Officer observed a suspicious vehicle driving around in 
the North Parking Lot with its lights off. Officers observed the 
vehicle cruise the ICC lot and then the North Lot. When the vehi­
cle operator observed the officers, it left the campus at a high rate 
of speed.
5:13 a.m.- Officer observed someone had vandalized an elevator in 
East Hall. Buildings and Grounds notified of the vandalism.
9:29 a.m.- Fairfield Police Officer crossing at East Hall reported 
there was a motor vehicle accident on Park Ave and Eckart Street. 
A construction flagman was hit by a motor vehicle. 911 was called 
and responded.
12:41 p.m.- South Hall resident reported he received several 
harassing telephone calls. Public Safety investigating.
2:01 p.m.- Officer observed empty alcohol containers in an East 
Hall room. Res. Life was notified; alcohol was confiscated.
2:30 p.m.- Student reported there was a vandalized vehicle parked 
in the North Parking Lot. Public Safety contacted the owner of the 
vehicle. Fairfield Police were notified and responded.
2:42 p.m.- Jefferson Hill resident reported someone vandalized his 
vehicle, while parked in the North Parking Lot. Public Safety 
responded and investigated.
4:15 p.m.- Parkridge resident reported there was a motor vehicle 
accident on Geduldig Street; no injuries. Bridgeport Police were 
called and responded.
6:43 p.m.- Neighbor called and reported the same vehicle as previ­
ously reported is still parked in front of his home. He was informed 
the vehicle owner is not a Sacred Heart student. However, there 
may be a different driver than the owner. Public Safety investigat­
ing.
ed a.y.ehi.cle oarkedjn the North Parking 
Lot^with a broken window. Public Safety was un3)je to focate tlie 
vehicle owner. It is undetermined if the damage occurred on cam­
pus.
10:59 p.m.- Jefferson Hill resident reported her toaster caught on 
fire due to a burnt pastry. The resident threw the toaster out of her 
window. The fire was extinguished. Public Safety responded and 
disposed of the toaster.
Nov. 20: 3:03 a.m.- Residential Life staff member reported some­
one vandalized an exit sign in West Hall on the fifth floor. Public 
Safety responded and investigated.
4:18 a.m.- South Hall, first floor fire alarm caused by someone 
maliciously activating a pull station. 911 was called and respond 
ed.
11:28 a.m.- Neighbor called and reported someone wedged a 
Snickers Candy Bar under her front awning. She also reported 
Parkridge students were parking across the street from her drive­
way creating difficulty for her to back out of her driveway. Public 
Safety responded; notes were left on the vehicles not to park across 
the street from her driveway.
Nov. 21: 6:00 a.m.- Jefferson Hill resident reported she received
harassing telephone calls. Public Safety responded and investigat­
ed.
9:55 a.m.- East Hall resident reported he was unable to wake up his 
roommate. Public Safety responded and was able to get the room­
mate conscious. The resident stated he was involved in a motor 
vehicle accident off campus and hit his head on his windshield. 
911 was called and the resident was transported to the hospital. 
2:08 p.m.- South Hall, second floor fire alarm; no problem found. 
3:07 p.m.- Bookstore alarm activated; no problem found.
7:00 p.m.- Student reported the theft of his laptop computer from 
the Library. He left his laptop computer unattended in an unse­
cured study room. Fairfield Police were called and responded. 
Nov. 22: 3:02 a.m.- Officer reported someone discharged a fire
extinguisher at Parkridge Apartments, extinguisher was replaced. 
5:17 p.m.- West Hall, sixth floor fire alarm; no problem found. 
9:53 p.m.- South Hall resident reported she was harassed by anoth 
er South Hall resident. Public Safety responded and investigated. 
10:30 p.m.- South Hall resident reported the theft of her sweatshirt. 
The theft occurred sometime in October. Public Safety responded 
and investigated.
Nov. 23:1:22 a.m.- West Hall, fifth floor fire alarm caused by dust
when the residents were blowing up an air mattress.
1:24 a.m,- Two Jefferson Hill residents were involved in an alter­
cation at Parkridge with two visitors of a Parkridge resident. 
Bridgeport Police were called and responded. No arrests were 
made; visitors were told to leave campus and they complied.
1:41 a.m.- West Hall, sixth floor fire alarm caused by an aerosol 
spray.
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Editorials
As if you weren*t sick enough ofY2K....
....Here’s another commentary on it by your pals at 
the Spectrum. OK, so we’ve got one month left until it 
all hits the fan. All the hype is leading up to what will 
surely by the letdown of the millenium.
Like it or not, this New Years is going to be a big 
deal. Just by the hysteria about the Y2K computer bug 
has led this school to schedule two weeks worth of 
upgrading to fix this problem. Although it seems like 
this upgrading is cutting it kinda close to the millenium, 
how many of us have finished all the term papers that 
are due during exam week?
Do we think that your hardware will melt down 
when January 2000 hits if your laptop isn’t fixed? No, 
just resetting your clock to 1972 should fix most of the 
major problems (1972 and 2000 have the exact same 
calendar days, ya see). But, do we think you should 
haul yer ass down to the old gym and get your laptop 
upgraded? You damn right we do.
Look, this is a big task our information technology 
department is undert^ing and they need to at least have 
the students with laptops show up so they can put it on 
their records. We’re all very busy this time or year, but 
20 minutes of your precious lives won’t kill you if it 
means your laptop will operate functionally next year.
C’mon, it’s not like the laptop upgrade sessions are 
keeping you from curing cancer or anything. Get it 
done, our computer systems here really don’t need any 
more problems than they already have.
Here’s the chance to tell SHU what you think
The State of the University Address is being held 
next Tuesday. You know what that means, students of 
Sacred Heart University? No, not penny drafts at 
Murphy’s, it means you students have the chance to hear 
from and speak back to the decision makers at this 
school about issues that concern you.
Finally, your complaints will actually by heard by 
people who care. Really, did you think that all these 
months of complaining to your Mends about your finmi- 
cial aid package would net any results. Did you really 
expect Tiffany’s dad to cut you a check for the money 
you got jipped out of?
No, of course not. But now you have the opportu 
nity to tell the wheelers and dealers at Sacred Heart why 
you’re pissed off about, you know, stuff. You might 
even have some positive things to say too.
The bottom line is that you guys have a great oppor­
tunity to let the powers that be know exactly what you 
think about how this school is run and what should hap­
pen in the future. Not every college student has this 
opportunity. So take advantage of what is offered here 
and attend the State of the University address so your 
voice will not go unheard.
By Jeff Murray
ClX^/AiCr /aJ fa
The SHU Voices
When Y2K hits and everything goes haywire, what store at the 
Trumbull Mall will you loot first and why?
Marc Gregory 
Sophomore 
Cromwell
“The pet store 
because I feel bad for 
all the animals. ”
Mike Kelly 
Sophomore 
Levittown, N.Y.
“Abercrombie 
because it’s free. ”
Mike DiPietro
Sophomore 
Seaford, N.Y.
“Victoria’s Secret. 
You got a problem 
with that? ”
Matt Flood calls for expulsion of Brian Merwin
I agree with 
Mr. Merwin’s 
position on 
calling for the 
expulsion of 
Brian Merwin 
(see page 5), 
and I invite 
him to join my 
cmsade to have By Matt 
him punished. Flood
To write
an editorial to the spectmm about 
killing children is atrocious. The 
murder of any living thing is 
immoral especially after the pre­
thanksgiving massacre of birdies 
and bunnies over at Parkridge. If 
the Christian right wasn’t so 
busy protesting the film Dogma, 
they'd be knocking down your 
door, Brian. To even suggest that 
abortion laws should be expand­
ed to cover parents murdering 
their children is one of the most 
vile things I’ve experienced this 
side of Flik pizza.
Personal views aside. Roe
vs. Wade is a very central issue 
to women today. But should we 
extend the right to choose to 
killing your 15-year-old because 
he taped over last weeks X-Files 
that you hadn’t gotten to watch 
yet? No, that’s ridiculpus.
In a country where children 
suffer in silence from parental 
abuse already, he would impose 
a law making legal for parents to 
have their children executed for 
any reason they see fit.
Phrases hke "Billy, clean up 
your room or mommy will have 
you aborted!" and "Suzy you 
get in the room now or we’ll 
have you terminated," would 
become coimnonplace.
Abortion clinic lines would 
become more reminiscent of 
Nazi death camps than women’s 
health clinics. The value of 
human life would become nil as 
any child under the age of 18 
would live in fear of being one 
bad grade away from a lethal 
injection.
After living with Brian for
two years I have witnessed first 
hand how evil (Republican) he 
is, and his first hand disregard of 
the Christian values of this 
school as well as the norms of 
our society.
To turn a superior vehicle of 
student news like the Spectrum 
into a tabloid full of radical idi­
otic notions like full term abor­
tion is a horrible wrongdoing to 
the entire student community. 
An outraged student who 
wished to remain nameless is 
quoted as saying, "A college 
newspaper shouldn’t contain 
anything that makes students 
have to think, we do enough of 
that in class"
During his supposed "out­
reach" trips to El Salvador, Mr. 
Merwin purchased several local 
children on the black market and 
put them to work in sweat shops 
toiling countless hours making 
clothes for Mr. Merwin’s new 
joint venture the GAP. I was 
forced to live in a dorm room 
adorned with photos of exploit­
ed children working their little 
hands to the bone making trendy 
clothes so that our editor Brian 
"Newsboy" Corasaniti can have 
his new Tech Vests at a discount 
price. How this exploitation of 
third world nation children that 
we are supposed to be helping 
can get by chaperones and 
administration is ludicrous.
I will go a step further than 
calling for expulsion of Brian 
Peter Merwin. I would like to 
summon up the pohtical power 
granted to me by our forefathers 
to have a public execution of Mr 
Merwin in the courtyard of J- 
Hill, Where Mr. Merwin will be 
crushed to death under the 
weight of 14 cases of GAP 
sweater-vests made at the hands 
of El Salvadorian children. This 
will be a SET sponsored event, 
$3 dollars general admission, 
free with a SHU ID. All pro­
ceeds will go to the families of 
the turkey and bunny brutally 
murdered at the Parkridge town- 
houses.
Editorial Policy
The editorial pages are ah 
open forum. Letters to the 
editor are encouraged. All 
submissions are subject to 
editing for spelling, jpunctua- 
tion, grammar, clarify and 
length. The Spectrum does 
not assume copyright for any 
published material.
The Spectrum is a stu­
dent run newspaper of Sacred 
Heart University, published 
every Thursday during the 
academic year.
All mail should be sent to 
the Spectrum, Sacred Heart 
University, 5151 ParkAve., 
Fairfield, CT, 06432-1000.
The advertising deadline 
is seven days prior to publica­
tion. Office Phone numbers 
are (203) 371-7963 or 7966. 
Fax number is (203) 371- 
•7828.
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Letters/Op-Ed Please submit your letters to the Spectrum office on Mondays between the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. or slip them under the office door. Letters must be typewritten 
and signed and may be edited. Please indicate title or class and telephone number.
Brian Merwin calls for 
expulsion of Brian Merwin
Dear Editor,
During my reading of the 
Nov. 11 issue of this newspaper I 
found myself thoroughly enjoy­
ing the stories on “National 
Chemistry Week” and “Office 
Relocation.” However, my 
appreciation for SHU’s weekly 
paper came to a halt when I 
turned to the Editorial section.
My blood ran cold as I 
started to read “Extend 
Democracy...Extend Roe v. 
Wade.” I have never been so 
appalled and disgusted as I read 
this Declaration of Infanticide.
In the article the case was 
made for the “full - birth abor­
tion.” This was defined as 
killing a baby after birth if the 
mother deems it necessary. The 
fundamental rights of a woman 
were championed as an excuse 
for the procedure.
The leaders of the suf&age 
movement would be sickened at 
how the author uses an important 
symbol of choice in America for 
his maddening argument. Can 
one honestly say that the full - 
birth abortion is reahstic extension
of today’s definition of abortion?
Where is the outrage! This 
sick and demented writer walks 
among the student body with a 
mind that borders on lunacy. 
Impressionable minds might see 
the merits of his argumentative 
tactics of “choice and freedom” 
to approve of murder.
I hope that the Sacred Heart 
administration takes a good 
look at the author of this mon­
strous piece of writing. He 
should be expelled from this 
university without a second 
thought.
How does one develop into 
an individual who thinks this 
way? Should we blame nature 
or the values of the society he 
was brought up in.
On a human level however, 
I do feel sympathy for this 
wretched person. As students 
attend mass this Sunday, please 
light a candle and say a prayer 
for the soul of the author of that 
article.
Brian Peter Merwin 
Senior
Dec. 3- Winter 
Formal 
Dec. 4- Helping Hands 
Party
Dec. 5- Trip to NYC 
Dec. 6- Tree Lighting 
Dec. 7- Hypnotist 
Dec. 8- Pub Night 
Dec. 9- Acoustic guitar
Dec. 10 to Dec. 12-
Movie
Dec. 10- Mystery 
Event
Dec. 11- “Deck the 
Hawley”
Dec. 12- Trip to see 
Footloose
Events slated for Christmas Week, Dec. 3-12 
Semi-
Weather 
Corner
■■ 1
THURSDAY
High 45 Low 34 
Partly Cloudy
FRIDAY
High 54 Low 35 
Partly Cloudy
SATURDAY
High 54 Low 38 
Partly Cloudy
Prayer reflects Sacred Heart’s positives
Dear Editor,
I have heard recently that 
there is to be a change in the 
way that Mass is set up here at 
Sacred Heart.
There will be two services, 
and they won’t take place in the 
old gym, but rather in the 
Mahogany Room.
Now, I don’t think it matters 
where you pray or conduct serv­
ice, but I do think it greatly mat­
ters how and with whom you 
pray.
From the first service that I 
attended at Sacred Heart, there
Dear Editor,
I would like to bring about 
the subject of disrespect for 
property. I live on the fifth floor 
of West Hall and every time that 
my RA puts up new decorations 
someone decides to rip them 
down.
The money for the floor 
decorations come straight out of 
her pocket and every time they 
are ripped down, it’s more 
money wasted.
I just don’t understand why 
someone would want to rip 
down a great deal of things that 
took time and dedication to put 
up.
Believe it or not, to deco­
rate the entire floor can take up 
to an hour and a half It’s very 
disturbing and upsetting to see 
the colorful display of the holi­
days shredded or missing from 
the floor.
In October, many doors were
was an emphasis on creating a 
sense of community and family.. 
It was presented as more than 
just a time to come together in 
faith, but as a time to come 
together with one another.
Even as a first year student, 
even at Mass, it was one of the 
few places that I felt totally 
comfortable. I guess I just don’ 
t want to see Sacred Heart lose 
that appeal.
One senior I know said 
something that pretty much 
wraps it up, "A family that prays 
together, stays together." Maybe
decorated with their occupants’ 
decorations. On one single 
night most of their belongings 
were either missing or ripped 
apart. It was then that the van­
dalism has turned personal.
This was not only our 
Resident Advisor’s money that 
was wasted, but the residents 
too.
If whoever is doing this to 
our floor is reading this, please 
think twice about what you are 
doing and ask yourself how you 
would feel if someone did that 
to your belongings.
We should all be able to 
live here without the fear of 
having something stolen or 
ruined. Granted, one of the 
above things will occur but it’s 
not necessary every time a new 
poster is put up. Thank you.
Noreen Posa 
Freshman
it sounds a little corny, but I 
think it’s true.
There are so few things here 
at Sacred Heart that I feel reflect 
the positive spirit and drive of 
this university, but I feel that 
Mass is one of those positive 
things.
The way that people at our 
university choose to come 
together out of faith in a higher 
being, or maybe just out of faith 
n one another is exceptional.
Amanda Veautour 
Freshman
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More help needed when 
trying to select a major
Dear Editor,
As we are first year freshmen students in this university, I 
imagine our biggest fear, at least my biggest fear, to be whether or 
not we will make the right choices when trying to decide on a major 
or course of study. It is hard enough to have to deal with family 
pressure and personal pressure!
I think it would be very useful for all students, incoming fresh­
men as well as upperclassmen, to have a stronger system to guide 
us and help us see what our possible majors could be—what could 
help our potentials.
Maybe there is already such a system that I am not aware of. 
Being a freshman I am not aware of all the facilities. But I believe 
that if it did exists, I should have already heard of it. I have a great 
advisor, but she is not always available. When we are able to meet 
it sometimes feels like we are pressed for time. I am worried about 
not choosing the right major. I am not that well informed about my 
possibilities, and I wish I were.
Paola Baldino 
Freshman
Have respect for others ’ 
property and hard work
Faculty Advisor 
Dr. Sandra Young
mFeatures
Faculty member at SHU a World Class athlete
Chemistry Professor quickly becoming one of the nation^s elite runners
Contributed photo
After a year of competition, Hiroko Shimada is proving she can compete with the best of them.
By Mike Kuchar
Features Editor
Sacred Heart is a University 
that prides itself on its athletes. 
There are over 30 men’s and 
women’s varsity sports. This is 
arguably the biggest year of the 
school’s athletic program.
Every sport is inaugurating 
into Division I athletics, and 
national recognition is right 
around the comer. Sacred 
Heart’s student-athletes are 
finally getting the respect they 
truly deserve.
Perhaps one of the universi­
ty’s best athletes is not slam 
dunking a basketball at the Pitt 
Center or mnning for a touch­
down at Campus Field. Instead, 
she is a faculty member, one that 
could be teaching your class and 
you wouldn’t even know it.
Well, until now.
Hiroko Shimada, a first 
year professor in the Chemistry 
Department, just finished com­
peting in her third Duathlon, an 
event that combines running and 
cycling, and placed in the top 
,ten in the entire United States. 
As if that is not remarkable 
enough, Shimada is just starting 
out, and her potential is endless.
“This was my first time 
doing all this,” said an ecstatic 
Shimada still months after the 
meet. “Everything was so new.”
Be that as it may, Shimada’s 
inexperience turned into a form
of expertise on Oct. 16 at the 
World Duathlon Championship 
in North Carolina. The 
Duathlon consists of a 10 K run, 
a 42 K cycle and a 5K mn, all 
continuous. Surrounded by 800 
exceptional athletes from all 
over the world, Shimada placed 
7th in the United States and 17th 
in the World.
“I was in total shock, these 
were world class athletes,” said 
Shimada, who ran in the 
women’s age group from 25 to 
29 years old.
“I was just happy to be 
there,” said Shimada.
Shimada’s athletic journey 
started a year ago when, while 
she was working in Maryland, a 
friend of her’s suggest that she 
train with a Duathlon team, 
where she was one of only three 
women.
“It was hard for me to be 
able to run with the men in the 
group, I just tried to keep up 
with them,” said Shimada.
Eventually she would beat 
them. “I didn’t know I was an 
athlete,” said Shimada. “It’s 
such a good lifestyle, I found 
myself through this.” m
Hiroko Shimada grew up in 
Northern Japan. Although she 
admits she wasn’t into athletics, 
she kept herself in shape by 
being an avid skier. In college, 
Shimada was an exchange stu­
dent at St. Joe’s University in 
Indiana. From there, she made 
the decision to stay in America
by pursuing her graduate studies 
in Pharmaceutical Science at 
Purdue University.
After graduating and mov­
ing to Maryland to join the 
Duathlon group, Shimada found 
herself spending more and more 
time out on the track and in the 
weight room cross training to 
develop her skills. . .
Her hard work helped her to 
perform splendidly in her first 
Duathlon in Maryland, thus 
qualifying her to compete 
nationally in North Carolina last 
October. A transition that 
Shimada says was a very chal­
lenging one.
“Not many people could
both run and cycle,” said 
Shimada. “At this level you 
have to be able to excel at both.”
Shimada’s weekend in the 
North Carolina sun proved to be 
a memorable one, something 
that she will carry with her for 
the rest of her life.
“Man, it was a blast, it 
motivated me so that next year I 
will be a lot better,” said 
Shimada. “That’s the winning 
attitude you have to have.”
She has even credited her 
achievements on the track as a 
reason to why she is so energetic 
when she teaches. “Now I get 
excited when I teach, I am good 
at encouraging students,” said
Shimada.
As for now, when Shimada 
is not in the classroom she is 
spending most of her time train­
ing for her upcoming meet, the 
World Triathlon Championship 
in Australia in April. A 28-year- 
old Shimada is confident that 
she could compete with the best 
in the World.
“Now at least, I know what 
I’m up against,” said Shimada. 
“It’s not too late to be on top of 
the world.”
Literally speaking, being on 
top of the world doesn’t seem 
that far out of reach. All she 
needs to do is beat out 16 other 
women.
Snowboarding fever hits the Connecticut resorts
Contributed photo
Snowboarding has begun to replace skiing as winter’s pastime.
By Justin Lear
Contributing Writer
Snowboarding, one of win­
tertime’s newest fads, will be in 
full swing throughout 
Connecticut during the next cou­
ple of months. Connecticut ski 
resorts are expecting to have a 
big winter season with the hopes 
that plenty of snow will hit the 
area.
Ski resorts throughout 
Connecticut are reported to open 
this weekend. Some of the more 
prominent ski and snowboarding 
resorts in this area include 
Mohawk Mountain in Cornwall, 
Mt. Southington in Southington, 
Powder Ridge in Middlefield, 
Ski Sundown in New Hartford 
and Woodbury Ski Area in South 
Litchfield Hills.
“Snowboarding has taken 
over America as one of the most 
popular winter sports,” said 
Chris Barker, a team member of 
Forum Snowboards.
Snowboarding, which some 
conclude is a mix between surf­
ing and skiing, has become an 
international sport with the 
intentions of one day being part 
of the Winter Olympics.
The early days of snow­
boarding date back to the late 
1970’s when Jake Burton came 
up with the idea to design the 
first snowboard for his company. 
Burton Snowboards.
“Snowboarding has 
taken over America as 
one of the most popu­
lar winter sports, 
Chris Barker, Forum 
Snowboards
According to Troy Green, 
president of Morrow 
Snowboards, the sport has 
grown and improved a lot since 
the early days. In the early 
1980’s, the few snowboarders 
that existed had a hard time find­
ing ski resorts that would allow 
them to ride on their trails.
“The sport of snowboarding
increased in the ‘80’s because 
ski resorts started to allow snow- 
boarders to ride alongside skiers 
on the slopes,” said Green.
Snowboarding got its 
“extreme” tag mostly because 
of the risks that snowboarders 
took. They were known to be 
crazy and attempt several tricks 
that could cause serious injury. 
Many snowboarders have expe­
rienced some pain or injury on 
the slopes. “I used to snowboard 
all the time because of the rush 
that you get from it,” said John 
Ardito, a student at Montclair 
State University in N.J. “Then I 
hurt my leg, and I haven’t done 
it since.”
The sport has also become a 
major industry among clothing 
companies. Snowboarders will 
be heading to the ski areas of 
Connecticut this winter wearing 
the latest snowboarding apparel 
from companies such as Burton, 
Forum, and K2. Some of this 
merchandise can go for about
See Snow, Page 7
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$500 from actual snowboards to 
protective goggles.
“I just bought a new snow­
board and I want to be able to 
use it a lot this winter,” said Bill 
Hanley, a junior from Shelton. 
“I just hope that the area gets 
plenty of snow.”
“I have been waiting all 
year to finally get out there and 
start snowboarding,” said 
Ardito. “Now, I can try to do it 
all over again.”
Lift ticket prices on the 
Connecticut slopes range any­
where from $20 to $35 depend- 
ng on the day and time.
Many ski resorts offer spe­
cial deals throughout the winter. 
They also offer insurance 
because of the risk of injury 
involved in snowboarding.
Advanced ski resorts, such 
as Mohawk Mountain, which 
first allowed snowboarding in 
1985, have a snowboard park 
and half pipe in addition to their 
23 trails. Most of the 
Connecticut resorts stay open 
until 10 p.m.
So pray for some snow, get 
yourself a snowboard and head 
out to one of your local ski 
resorts to enjoy a day of 
extreme sport.
Feeling Lucky? Check this week’s horoscope
By Linda C. Black
Tribune Media Services
Aries (March 21-April 19). 
You’re charming and entertain­
ing this week, but on Monday 
and Tuesday, you may also be a 
tad nervous. Once you achieve 
perfection, you’ll be fine. A 
partner loves you, no matter 
what, on Wednesday and 
Thursday. Make a big decision 
together on Friday. Saturday 
and Sunday are good for shop­
ping, especially for household 
items.
Taurus (April 20-May 20). 
This week you’re obsessed 
about planning for your future 
— and with good reason. Don’t 
see love as a distraction on 
Monday and Tuesday; it’s your 
motivation, instead* From 
Wednesday through Friday, 
there’s plenty of work, but it’s 
more like paying dues. Over the 
weekend, strilffi a deal you Can 
live with.
Gemini (May 21-junC 21). 
Pay attention to your partner 
this week, especially on 
Monday and Tuesday. Big 
changes are going on, and you 
want to make sure they’re good 
ones. From Wednesday through 
Friday, love triumphs, quite 
noticedily. Travel looks good 
those days, too. You may have 
to get back to work over t 
weekend. Let your actions 
speak louder than your words.
Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
You have an awesome task this 
week, but that’s OK. On 
Monday mid Tuesday, find time
to learn what you’ll need to 
know from an old friend. Stick 
close to home as much as you 
can, from Wednesday through 
Friday. Rest up, so you’re ready 
for a romantic weels end.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Your relationship’s direct and 
honest this week. Talk about 
money on Monday and Tuesday 
and work out a budget you both 
like. From Wednesday through 
Friday, learn to accomplish your 
goals with your creativity. Dig 
into a big project over the week­
end. You can have what you 
want at a price you can afford.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept 22). 
This is a great week for revi­
sions, revamping and redecora­
tion. Sketch out your plans on 
Monday and Tuesday. Gather 
your resources during the week 
so you can rip and tear over the 
weekend. By then, you’ll be 
ready to toss out a bunch of old 
stuff and to replace it with new.
Libra (Sept 23-C)ct 23). 
You’re learning aU sorts of new 
skills. On Mtmday and Tuesday, 
tune up your act with an eye 
toward perfection. From 
Wednesday through Friday, figure 
out how to make your future more
resources over the weekraid. You 
may be wealthier than you thou^t
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
If you dig for buried treasure
this week, you just might 
find it A friend can help you 
plot your course on Monday 
and Tuesday. You’re pushed by 
circumstances Wednesday 
through Friday, but also by your 
own vision. One goal is 
achieved this weekend, and 
another challenge emerges. Oh, 
goodie!
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). You’re transforming into 
something magnificent this 
week, but what!? That’s the 
interesting *question. Heed a i 
pedant’s advice on Monday mid 
Tuesday. From Wednesday 
through Friday, you’ll have 
more fun and naake more 
friends. Get serious again over 
the weekend, but long enough 
to finish an imporfiint task.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). Travel's complicated on 
Monday and Tuesday. Best to 
postpone a long trip. From 
Wednesday through Friday, take 
orders. The better you comply, 
the more money you’ll make. 
Ypn can save this weekend for 
yourself and some special 
friends. Share love and secrets 
in a favorite place.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb 18). 
You and your friends can 
accomplish great things. Pool
Tuesday and set up your budget. 
Stretch as far as you can from
Wednesday through Friday. 
Don’t be held back by the past. 
You’ll be expected to report on 
what you’ve done over the 
weekend. You get extra points 
for taking new ground.
Pisces (Feb. l9*March 20). 
Your career goals m'e changing 
fiiis week. You’re visualizing 
yourself reaching greater 
heights than ever before. A part­
ner helps you put in corrections 
on Monday and Tuesday. From 
Wednesday through Thursday, 
pay off old debts so you can 
incur new ones. Over the week­
end, travel looks good once 
mechanical difficulties are 
fixed.
If You’re Having a 
Birthday This Week ... Nov. 29: 
The schedule’s tough this year, 
but a nice promotion could be 
your reward. Nov. 30: Be all 
thm you can be ‘cause you say 
so this year. Make up your mind 
and go public with your inten­
tions. Dec. 1: Finding the per­
fect career leads to the perfect 
team. Stop doing what you hate 
and start doing what you love. 
Dec. 2: ’^ou and a few good 
friends can accomplish great? 
things. Decide who you’ll be 
from now on. Dec. 3: A collab­
oration could lead to love, or at 
least good friendship. A change 
in how you see yourself is a 
start. Dec. 4: Let your con
the security yon seek*
Apartments to Shares / Rent Taft Commons
At Taft Ave. & Lincolm Blvd. just one block east of Park Ave.
At Ta/i Commons you will have more freedom, more space and 
more privacy for less money than you are paying now!
All twenty, three-bedroom, duplex apartments in this modem elevator 
building have central air and kitchep appliances, including dishwashers. 
The 1* floor has bath, bedroom, kitchen & large Living/Dining room. 
The 2”** floor has: two bedrooms, another bath and a huge walk-in closet.
The Rents are:
$450 a month for a “Month to Month Lease” with 3 to an apartment, 
$350 a month with 4 to an Apt. Electric, heat & hot water is included. 
$900 a month for an “Annual Lease” - tenants pay their own utilities. 
We allow a maximum of four people to an apartment. On-site coin 
laundry and well lit, off-street parking is included in the rent. Secure 
under-ground parking is available for only $30 a month.
Visit us and talk to our residents, but act fast because we are already 
more than half full!
Call us at: 366-1661.... Or
Visit our Web Site at: www. neroenterprises.coiii
Campus Happenings
African Coffeehouse being held tonight
Enjoy an evening with a full percussion perform­
ance and a hands-on demonstration. African beats 
highlighted with a dash of Brazilian and Caribbean 
influence showcase this week’s coffeehouse at 7:30 
p.m. in the Faculty Lounge. Free for all SHU students 
with ID and $8 general admission. As always, refresh­
ments will be served.
Any plans for Spring Break?
Traveland, a travel agency in Bridgeport, is spon­
soring a package deal to Cancun, Mexico. Stay for 7 
nights at the Solymar Resort for $619 a person. Price 
includes roundtrip airfare, accomodations for 7 nights, 
and discount admission to all the local Night Clubs.
An aditional meal plan is also available for $49 a per­
son. Cancellation insurance costs $35. Call Traveland 
for more information about their Spring Break rates at 
371-1114.
Class of2002 selling discount cards
The Class of 2002 is currently selling discount 
cards to SHU students. The cards cost $5 and can be 
purchased in the Student Government office, located in 
the Hawley Lounge.
The cards entitle the bearer to discounts at restau­
rants and retail stores.
Fei Ma in Bridgeport and the Eric and Michael’s 
Angus Steakhouse in Fairfield are just two of several 
area businesses that offer discounts.
-Compiled by Mike Kuchar
Arts & Entertainment
SHU’s hidden talents:
Student finds success and hap­
piness as DJ for local clubs
Morgan Fateh
Contributing Writer
Average college stildents complain on their way to Work, and 
cannot wait to party add relax ori the weekends. But for Peth 
Occhipinti, the weekend is his time to work.
Occhipinti is a sophomore at Sacred Heart, and works as a DJ 
for his weekend job.
He was most influenced by the DJ’s in his hometown of 
Copiage. N.Y
“During high school there were many clubs that my friends 
and I went to where I was exposed to the talents of DJ Razor, DJ 
Justin Time, DJ Skribbles and DJ Little Mike,” said Occhipinti.
He added, “1 was immediately overcome with admiration for 
this profession, and I knew I had to get into it;”
One of the first steps jo becoming a DJ is to think of a cleyer 
name or title. Occhipinti goes by the name of ‘‘DJ Peter Gunz.”
Since his freshman year in high school, Gunz has been learn­
ing the ropes of the DJ business.
He started by purchasing his own equipment and spinning 
records at parties for his friends for free.
Gunz usually spins House music at the clubs with a mix of 
Hip Hop.
After he had gotten some experience, he was hired by Fantasy 
DJs, a company based in Deer Park, N.Y.
hired by party throwers, and by small local 
clubs, such as Maxine’s “Club Frequency,” in Mellville, N.Y.
As his experience grew, he was able to upgrade his equipment.
; to year, when Guriz was a freshman, he wanted to continue 
to work, but was not sure how to get involved.
TTien one night, at a local club, he realized that he knew the 
JJJ. Gunz asked if he could spin a set, and bis friend approved, :
The crowd seemed to like his style, and ever since, Gunz has 
been involved in the: entertainment for local night-spots that 
Sacred Heart students frequent.
Gunz tries to work at least once every weekend for local par­
ties. Usually when someone from Sacred Heart is looking for a 
DJ, the name DJ Peter Gunz is brought to mind.
“This is a great business to get involved in,” said Gunz. “I 
work on the weekends, bitt I get paid to do what I love, and still 
get to hang out vvith |tople that are around my age.”
Gunz is a fuH^timje student, majoring in finance. ;He maintains 
an Arminus average, and even has experience working on the floor 
Of the Ne w York Stock Exchange for a specialist firm over die past 
'.'Jew'summers.'
His ultirhate goal is to work on Wall Street, and possibly pro­
duce his own materitd;,^
But for now, his college goal is to secure a job at a local night 
club in Connecticut, and possibly make it to the N.Y.C. club scene 
within the next several years.
The existential questions
By Greg Golda
Contributing Writer
“Fight Club”- Four stars, a 
nihilistic classic of the 90’s.
If you are looking for a 
truly belief-upsetting movie, 
“Fight Club” is the last word of 
the millennium.
Your may have seen the 
commercials for “Fight Club,” 
which may have indicated that 
this latest Brad Pitt film is noth­
ing more than a chance to see 
America’s most enduring heart- 
throb in blood, bruises and not 
much else.
Well, that may be true, but 
“Fight Club” is no star vehicle. 
What is lurks in the seamy 
underbelly of this movie is a 
reality-bending question of a 
lifetime.
A question touched on in 
both “The Truman Show” and 
“The Matrix” but taken to new 
depths by “Seven” director 
David Fincher.
The film draws us into a 
realm of psychotic paranoia not 
seen since “Jacob’s Ladder,” 
and handles the highly literate 
script in technically stunning 
ways.
“Fight Club” stands as a 
high-tech manifesto of what is 
wrong with high-tech, including 
a Unibomber approved ending.
In the process of quashing 
his insonmia, Edward Norton’s 
character gets himself stuck in 
Nietzsche’s proverbial abyss.
The film ponders the source 
of the dehumanization of 
mankind at the hands of the 
modernist city planners and the 
capitalist creditors.
Like Jesus throwing the 
moneychangers from the tem­
ple, Fincher’s vision takes on 
dimensions proportional to the 
suffering whole of the western­
ized man.
The film itself strives to 
give a possible reason to see the
Contributed Photo
Ed Norton follows Brad Pitt’s lead throughout “Fight Club.”
Columbine tragedy as a blue­
print for action and not the 
dehumanizing immoral affair it 
really is.
The drastic measures of self 
destruction and anarchy seem 
like a path sure to fail but in this 
film where there is a will...
Both “Fight Club” and 
“Seven” have at their core a 
dying world and the hope that 
someone can tear it down to 
build up something better.
According to the films, any 
solution would do, compared to 
the perverted existence we are 
all living.
The heroin-like effect of 
Norton’s addiction to living 
makes him search out stronger 
experiences until he, along with 
Pitt, stumble onto the unmistak­
able, and deeply human, sensa­
tion of pain.
Taking a page from 
Cronenberg’s Crash, the level of 
masochism in this movie briefly 
twists through sexuality on its 
way to its final destination at the 
center of the male psyche.
In our world of speed and 
anonymity the members of fight 
club are convinced that the way 
to salvation is through self- 
destruction.
Both main characters expe­
rience a sort of salvation.
Pitt and his growing band
of apostles leave the sting of 
Koresh in your memory while 
Norton’s character is written in 
more subtle ways.
At the hormone induced 
breasts of a testicular cancer 
survivor, Norton’s character 
falls into uncontrollable weep­
ing.
As he pulls his face away, 
the remnants of his visage like 
Veronica’s Veil remain. Irony is 
never missed by Fincher.
Pitt and Norton finance 
their activities by making exclu­
sive designer soaps from the by­
product of high-priced cosmetic 
surgery procedures.
Laughter is telling, just as 
Pitt’s character reads into 
Norton’s through the insecure 
cackle of their first “meeting.”
The audience laughs, too. 
But one must question exactly 
why one is laughing.
As the plot takes its last 
major twist the audience laughs, 
not because the proposition of 
the movie is ridiculous but 
because of its own insecurity.
Each level of dementia adds 
more nervous laughter, until the 
lights go up and we wonder as 
we walk through the theatre 
door if our world is still there.
First rule of “Fight Club” is 
to see it. The second rule is to 
see it again.
Renowned jazz artist comes to New Haven
By Elena Rosert)
Contributing Writer
As the horn-blower for 
“The Godfather of Soul,” 
Maceo Parker shines a$ a solo 
artist. Known as one of the best 
jazz artists still on the scene 
today, Parker delivers a per­
formance no one should miss.
In an interview with New 
Funk Times, Maceo stated that 
at his performances, he looks 
out and sees the awe that comes 
over his audiences. “It’s the 
visible kind of excitement that 
you really could almost reach 
out and touch.”
Parker has spent most of 
his career in R&B ahd funk 
bands. Playing with the likes 
of James Brown and George
Clinton have helped Parker 
develop a name for himself.
In 1990, the first album 
“Roots Revisited” topped the 
billboard chart for two months 
and Rolling Stone magazine 
named him “Best Jazz 
Artist of the Year.”
After four years, 
he came out with a 
new album, his 
latest, called
“Funkoverload.” It 
has been called,
“funk at its best and 
a good pick for those 
being initially intro­
duced to the wonderful 
world of jazz.”
“Funkoverload” is a 
union of vocals and a manifes­
tation of instrumental jazz with 
a main stream appeal.
For the past few years, 
Parker has been traveling with 
the same
ensemble: Jamal Thomas on 
drums, William Boulvare on 
organ and Bruno Speight on 
guitar.
Their shows engage in 
energetic solos, shifting to 
a mellow, jazzy mood, 
and include plenty of 
improvisation, as the 
spotlight is passed 
from member to 
member.
Although jazz 
is not the most 
popular music on 
campus, it does 
appeal to some. 
Kristine Schiebel, 
a junior from Bethpage, 
N.Y., said, “As you watch 
and hear Maceo, you can 
feel the energy and appreciate 
the crystal-clear sound quality
he possesses with his sax.”
Junior Emily D’onofrio, 
from Fairfield, Conn., said, 
“I’m not really into jazz so 
much, but I am willing to listen 
to anything with an open 
mind.”
On Sunday, Parker and his 
crew will be performing their 
music at Toad’s Place, in New 
Haven, Conn.
If you are unable to see 
Parker in Connecticut, he will 
be playing two shows in New 
York on Dec. 30 and a New 
Year’s Eve show at Irving Plaza 
in Manhattan.
If you still have no plans 
for breaking into the milleni- 
um, do it with Maceo Parker. 
He is a guaranteed god time, 
and well worth checking out.
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Darkness, danger and Depp in Burton’s latest
By Erik Hanson
Contributing Writer
A new version of “Sleepy 
Hollow” hit theaters this fall, 
and continues to entertain audi­
ences with its darkness and eerie 
nature.
Director Tim Burton, best 
known for the films “Batman” 
and “Beetlejuice,” updates 
Washington Irving’s 19th 
Century classic in a hauntingly 
beautiful, and original way.
A series of violent murders 
take place in the quiet, yet 
spooky. New York village of 
Sleepy Hollow.
The village people are con­
vinced that the beheadings are 
the work of the mythical 
“Headless Horesman.”
Johnny Depp, who has 
worked with Burton in both “Ed 
Wood” and “Edward 
Scissorhands,” plays Ichabod 
Crane, the investigator of the 
strange beheadings.
Crane is baffled by the mur­
ders, and has a difficult time 
buying into the idea of supernat­
ural involvement.
Depp is known as one of the 
finest actors of Generation X. 
He adds an element of feminini­
ty to his role, which excellently 
transmits fear.
An element that hinders 
Crane’s search for the truth is his 
lust for Katrina Van Tassel, the 
daughter of the richest family in 
Sleepy Hollow, played by 
Christina Ricci.
Ricci previously starred in 
“The Ice Storm” and “The 
Opposite of Sex.” Her 
Victorian, if slightly Gothic,
A&E Briefs
Contributed Photo
Johnny Depp (left), and Christina Ricci (right), in Tim 
Burton’s latest tale from the dark side.
qualities impressed Burton 
enough that he cast her in his 
film.
Ricci, too, was impressed 
by Burton, and was surprised to 
be cast in the $80 million film.
“He cast me in the part of a 
completely angelic, sweet naive 
young thing. And I thought. 
Wow, he must have not seen any 
of my other movies,” said Ricci 
in a recent interview.
Following his last box 
office flop, “Mars Attacks,” 
Burton seems comfortable in 
returning to his darker roots, like 
those evident in “The Nightmare 
Before Christmas.”
A script was developed by 
Andrew Kevin Walker, who 
worked on “Seven,” and 
touched up by Oscar-winning 
screenwriter Tom Stoppard of 
“Shakespeare in Love.”
The violent nature of the
lisi*'
Make this
JOB WORK 
FOR YOU.
We Offer: I
► Variety of Full and Part-time !
Day and Evening positions
► tuition assistance
► GROWTH opportunities
PEOPLE’S BANK 
CREDIT CARD DIVISION
Out dynamic and growing Credit Card division has immediate openings 
available in our Repayment Center.
REPAYMENT SPECIALISTS
This customer-focused position is responsible for negotiating repayment 
solutions with our cardholders. Must have strong customer service and 
computer skills. Telephone sales background and autodialer experience 
a definite plus.
People’s Bank offers a competitive salary and benefits. To qualify for 
tuition assistance, you must work a minimum of 15 hours per week.
For immediate response, please apply on-line at our web site: 
www.peoples.com Resumes may also be faxed to; (203) 338-5843. 
Applications are available at all People’s Bank locations. Please send 
your resume to: Organization Effectiveness Dept., Ref. * 15090, People’s 
Bank, 850 Main Street, Bridgeport, CT 06604. Member FDIC. We are 
an equal opportunity employer M/F/D/V.
peopled bank
It's Possible. At People's.’
film, particularly the behead­
ings, worries parents, but Burton 
offers a humorous angle to the 
sequences.
Burton has become the king 
of dark tales. Seeing pictures of 
his desolate forests, and the pale 
expressions of his characters, it 
is apparent that Burton has an 
imagination for bizarre story­
telling that outranks his oppo­
nents.
Whether or not the 
revamped version of this popu­
lar story will devour the box 
office remains to be seen.
But if moviegoers yearn for 
an eccentric way of storytelling, 
“Sleepy Hollow” provides just 
that.
With so many predictable 
movies in Hollywood today, it is 
nice to see a visionary who is 
not afraid of giving moviegoers 
his perspective.
Tis the season...
The Sacred Heart University Chamber Orchestra 
Concert will hold a concert at 3 p.m.on Dec. 5 in the 
University theater. Featured will be works by Corelli, 
J.S. Bach, Vaughan Williams and various Christmas 
Carols. Admission is free.
Later that night, Connecticut’s 55-voice Good 
News Gospel Choir will present their annual year-end 
benefit concert. The event will mark the release of the 
choir’s second album, “Light a Candle.” The choir 
will perform a series of original compositions from 
their album, as well as selections from their debut 
album, “Joy Unspeakable Joy.” Advance tickets are 
$10 for adults, and $5 for students, children and sen­
iors. Door tickets are $5 more. For more information, 
contact Karen Coogan at (203) 454-4695.
Faculty Art Gallery opens next week
Sacred Heart’s art faculty will present their annual 
exhibit in The Gallery of Contemporary Art, beginning 
on Dec. 6, and running through Jan. 20. The opening 
reception will take place from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on Dec.
In conjunction with the exhibit, sculptor Carey E. 
McDougall will give an Artist’s Talk, “Domestic 
Forms: Houses, Dresses and the Sewing Needle,” on 
at 4 p.m. on Dec. 8 in the gallery. The public is invit­
ed to attend the exhibit and lecture; admission is free. 
For more information contact Sophia Gevas or Jeffrey 
Smith at 365-7650.
Senior Pub Night
Next Wednesday, the Class of 2000 will sponsor 
Wha Wants to be a SHUperstar,” their version of tel 
vision’s “Who Wants to be a Millionaire.” The format 
will be similar to that of the television show, and win­
ning contestants will be awarded cash prizes. The 
event begins at 10:30 p.m. in the Outpost.
-Compiled by Frances Moore
Step into your 
future, help others.
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Enter m of the nation’s fastest-gromn^fields
If you have a background in the sciences and enjoy helping 
others, our newest graduate program wili interest you.
MASTER OF SCIENCE
PHYSICAL THERAPY
■ Leam from accessible faculty with doctoral degrees
■ Combine research with clinical experience
■ Master skills from diagnosis to rehabilitation
■ Numerous contracted sites for clinical affiliations
Help yourself today. Help others tomorrow.
800-945-0712
200 Bloomfield Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06l 17 
www.hartford.edu
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SHU Athlete of the Week
Donte Lloyd
Basketball
Donte Lloyd, a team in assists with
junior from Baltimore, eight and tied for first 
M.D., earned Player with four steals,
of the Week honors At Newbury
from the Northeast College in Brookline,
Conference. Mass., Lloyd averaged
Lloyd, who shares 21.9 points per game, 
the team lead averag- He once scorched 
ing 13 points per Mitchell College for
game, hit for 21 points 46 points, including 
in SHU’s loss to Rider nine 3’s. 
last week. Lloyd is the first
The junior guard SHU basketball player
also averages three to earn honors in
rebounds per game. Division 1.
He’s second on the
Sports Schedule
Dec. 2 to Dec. 8
MONDAY
SATURDAY Women’s basketball @
Men’s basketball vs. Georgetown University
University of Maine 7:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
Women’s basketball vs. Men’s basketball @
Yale University Quinnipiac College
5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY
7:30 p.m.
Women’s ice hockey vs. * all men’s and women’s ice
Polar Bears (exhibition) hockey games are played at the
3:00 p.m.* Milford Ice Pavilion
Swim team splashing for recognition on campus
By Julie Tarpinian
Contributing Writer
Some students at Sacred 
Heart may not be aware of all 
the sports we have in our pro­
gram. In fact, many may not 
know know that our women’s 
swim team is in its second sea­
son after some recent changes.
The team has a new coach 
this year in Ken Pierson. Pierson 
has experience with coaching 
serveral high school swim 
teams, but this is his first D-I
coaching experience.
“He is a welcomed new edi­
tion to the team,” said Danielle 
Vitolli, a sophomore member of 
the team.
The number of members of 
the team has grown since its first 
year. There are a total of 20 
swimmers on this year’s team. 
Eight were recruited for this sea­
son.
To increase depth of the 
team, two girls are being recruit­
ed for next year’s team as divers.
As of now, the team has 
amassed a total record of 2-4
after opening its season in its 
only home meet against 
Stonybrook. The team’s home 
meets are at the pool at the 
University of Bridgeport, where 
the team also practices.
With two practices daily, 
and the problem with no home 
pool for meets or practices, the 
team is kept busy with traveling. 
Practices consist of water work 
and also a dry-land practice in 
the afternoon with weights for 
strengthening.
This Christmas break will 
see some improvements for the
team. The facilities at the 
University of Bridgeport will be 
renovated, not to mention the 
changes in the coaching staff.
There are plans for recruit­
ing a separate coach that would 
be devoted to the divers on the 
squad.
The girls are also interested 
in helping to promote and start a 
men’s swim team.
“What the swim team really 
needs is more home meets and a 
facility on cmapus so that stu­
dents can go and support the 
girls,” said Colleen Demirgian,
a graduate student who swam 
for the team last year.
In general, the swimmers 
believe that because there is no 
on campus facility, and there are 
not many home meets, no knows 
the team exists.
Some also believe that the 
team is not advertised enough in 
the school and others think they 
are not known because they are 
a brand new team.
The team’s next two meets 
are at St. Peter’s on December 
9th, with a follow-up at Siena on 
Dec.ll.
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Indoor track looking to surpass past performances
By Ed Bourget
Staff Writer
The men’s ice hockey team 
defeated Holy Cross last 
Saturday by a score of 4-2.
With the victory, the 
Pioneers remain in a tie for third 
place in the Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) 
with Canisius College.
The win also keeps Sacred 
Heart within striking distance of 
first place Quinnipiac. The 
Braves are ahead by nine points.
The team came out strong
after a disappointing loss to 
Bentley and a tie to Fairfield. 
Both teams are behind SHU in 
the standings.
“It was a total team effort,” 
said coach Shaun Hannah. 
“Coming off a lack-luster effort 
last weekend, the team bounced 
back and played with focus 
against Holy Cross.”
The Pioneers came out fir­
ing against the Crusaders as 
freshman Bryan Reilly scored 
the first goal of the game, and of 
his collegiate career, from the 
blue line.
“I’m really not surprised
with Reily’s performance,” said 
Dan Borgia. “I know he’s capa­
ble of playing that well.”
Martin Paquet scored 
another goal to give his team the 
4-1 edge before the end of the 
period.
Defensively, goalkeeper 
Alexis-Jutras Binet continues to 
play well for SHU, turning aside 
14 shots for the night.
After a break this weekend, 
the team will travel to Iona 
December 10.
The Pioneers don’t return 
to the Milford Ice Pavilion until 
January.
eficial.”
Though it is still early in the 
season, Morrison does mention 
some outstanding athletes on the 
teams.
“Geatano (Marra) is one of 
the best high jumpers in the 
northeast,” said Morrison. 
“Along with him, the rest of the 
jumping team looks strong as 
well.”
On the women’s side, 
Morrison expects a strong fin­
ish with Michele Shawah and
Brandi Blevins leading the 
way.
Shawah competes in the 
long jump, triple jump, and the 
hurdles, while Blevins will han­
dle the throwing duties in shot- 
put and wight throw.
“I’m hoping the women can 
finish fourth out of the 12 teams 
in the conference, and the men 
eighth out of 12,” said Morrison.
The men and women will 
be competing in the CTC relay 
carnival on Dec. 5th.
By Brian McGrath
Contributing Writer
With the finish of the cross 
country season, the men’s and 
women’s indoor track teams are 
looking ahead to this season.
In sight are the Connecticut 
Track Conference titles, (CTC) 
which the men won last year, 
and the women finished a strong 
third.
The women have also won
the CTC’s relay carnival for the 
past three years, while the men 
have won it the past two.
Even with all this history, it 
is also the first Division I season 
for both teams.
“With this being the first 
year we’re Division I, I’m not 
really sure how we’ll do,” said 
coach Christian Morrison.
Morrison is coach of not 
only the cross country teams, 
but also both the indoor and out­
door track teams.
“Although from what I’ve 
seen at practices so far. I’m not 
worried,” he added.
The team has so far shown 
some progression, and is ready 
for the challenges ahead.
“Everyone’s working hard 
and we have a lot of good 
recruits,” said Christopher 
Eaton, a junior from Mason, 
N.H.
“Many new training tech­
niques have been added to the 
program, which seem to be ben­
Men’s ice hockey wins; tied for third
Photo by Matt Duda
The men’s hockey team defeated Holy Cross for the first time.
Pioneer Classifieds
PT/College credit. FUN, 
young, Technical 
RECRUITING firm, 
Southport. Internet 
reseScnTphone sKirs, 
business/sales/marketing, 
learn about CT/NY busi­
COLLEGE GRADS/ 
ANAGEMENT TRAINEES
employees
-«ayitbest.v
Childcare; Charming 
horse farm with two chil­
dren 3 and 5 need help. 
Flexible hours. Some 
afternoons and evenings. 
Must be experieneed, 
drive own car, and have 
good references. Fax 
name, number, ect., to 
255-2894. 255-5385 Voice
Spring Break 2000 
“The Millenium” A new 
decade...nee in Travel
Free Trips, Free Meals 
and Drinks
Jamaica, Cancun, 
Florida, Barbados, 
Bahamas. Book Before 
Nov. 5 for FREE Measls 
& 2 Free Trips. Book 
before DEC. 17 FOR 
LOWER PRICES!! 1- 
800-426-7710 www.sun- 
splashtours.eom
Part Time Help Wanted
in Trumbull Mall
P/T help needed for cart 
business in Trumbull Mall 
$8 per hour Day hours 
available, call Tracy 372- 
1773
PART TIME HELP 
WANTED. Leisure Tours 
International, a spring 
break tour operator, seeks 
part time office help of 
10-20 hours/week, 
between 3 to 10 p.m.. 
Outgoing personality and 
good phone skills a must! 
$7.00/hour plus a free 
spring break trip! Call 
373-1700.
ACT NOW! Call for the 
best spring break prices! 
South Padre (free meals), 
Cancun, Jamaica, 
Bahamas, Acapulco, 
Florida and Mardi Gras. 
Reps needed. Travel free, 
earn $$$. Discounts for 
6+. WWW.LEISURE- 
TOURS.COM / 800-838- 
8203.
Wanted: Reliable 
Family/Homework Helper. 
5 miles from SHU cam­
pus. Two to three after­
noons per week 3:00 to 
6:00-extra hours possible. 
Initial days Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday. Must 
have acar and references, 
non-smoker, prefer educa­
tion major. Please call 
Alicia at 374-7864.
Help Wanted: 
Administrative Assistant. 
$7/hr Filii data entry, 
office duties Best Friends 
Pet Care. Norwalk, Conn. 
Call: John Heyder, 203- 
750-5210.
Part Time Child Care:
Fun, responsible sitter 
needed to pick up at 
school, supervise late 
afternoons for two great 
kids. 3-4 days/week 3- 
6:30 p.m. You must have 
experience, car, and good 
references. Call Dave: 
227-4902 Eves: 254-9530
Employment Opportunities!
Students with an Upbeat 
attitude and ready smile 
are needed to fill openings 
on ourstEBT. We'will pro-’ 
vide you with great pay, a 
fim working environment 
and a chance to learn. 
Contact Chris at Aspetuck 
Valley Country Club 226- 
4701 or 333-4580.
Spring Break 2000 with 
STS- Join America’s #1 
Student Tour Operator to 
Jamaica, Mexico, 
Bahamas, Cruises, and 
Floida. Now hiring on- 
campus reps. Call 1-800- 
648-4849 or visit online 
@ www.ststravel.com
Browse icpt.com for 
Spring Break “2000”. 
ALL destinations offered. 
Trip participants. Student 
Orgs & Campus Sales 
Reps wanted. Fabulous 
parties, hotels and prices. 
Call Inter-Camps 800- 
327-6013.
HELP WANTED 
Preschool Teachers Asst. 
Minimum 1 afternoon 
effective immediately to 
increase to 2/3 afternoons 
in January. Addt’l substi­
tute hours available. 
Experience and/or educ. 
required. $7.50/hr First 
Steps Learning Center 
Trumbull. 459-8194 
PAID INTERN-
ness, headhunters & 
JOBS! 203-222-2222, fax 
203-222-2223-Amanda
Overweight?
I lost 3 dress sizes in 10 
Weeks, safely, finally! 
Call me to find out how! 
203-563-9055
Help Wanted. Wait staff. 
No experience necessart. 
FT^T. Apply in person 
or the Plaza Diner 
Restaurant 925-5910, 737 
Bridgeport Ave. Shelton.
Creative minds wanted
Part time position in fun, 
friendly environment. 
Paint your own pottery. 
Shop has flexible hours. 
Weekends a must. 319- 
1273.
EXTRA INCOME FOR 
‘99
Earn $500-$ 1000 weekly 
stuffing envelopes. For 
details- Rush $1 with 
SASE to GROUP FIVE, 
6547 N. Academy Blvd. 
PMB-N, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80918
“WcTC a Great 
Place to Worii”
Uiat’s why xt Enteiprise Rent-A-Car we do 
everything we can to make woddng here an 
iq>b^, lewardif^ aq>erience. And now 
we’ve been rew^^ in turn by our 
employees, wdio have put us on FcMtune 
M^azine’s Top 100 Companies to 
Woric For.” We offer 
0 G)iiipetitive staithig salary pins iacattives 
0100% jMOiiiodoa from within 
♦ Increa  ^earnings with every pfomodon 
0 Eiqrioslve 25% a year growffi nte 
0 ExccUeot benefits indndhig 401K ft 
profit sharii^
We provide an atmosphere of unlimited 
poteiUial, wdiere ehtiepreneuiial individu­
als can move forward Caster. So instead of 
taking a dead-end |ob, call Enterprise and 
find out for youiis^ wiiy our en^>loyees 
are so h^py.
Use Ybur Head.
Joia Enterprise.
Apply on-line at
Www.erac.com
Westdies^, Fairfield ft
New Haven counties 
Calf Kaduyn
203^34-5000 or 914-997-0211 
Fax 203^34-6147
131 Danbury Rd., WfHon, CT 06897
Enterprise!
______foo rent-aHCgri
Pick Erttetprise Wei pick you uDi"
Equal Opportunity Employer
Free CD bf cool indie 
music when you register 
at mybytes.com the ulti­
mate website for your 
college news.
#1 Spring Break 
Vacations! 
Cancun, Jamaica, 
Bahamas, Floride. 
Best ihiices Guaranteed! 
Free p^ies and Cover 
Charges!
Book Early & Receive 
Free Meal Plan! 
Now liiring Campus 
Reps!
1-800-234-7007 
w ww.endlessummertours.
CC»nL^';‘:’'A^.. .. .............
Photo by Megan Flood
Tim Welch drives to the basket against a Hartford defender.
Exciting beginning for SHU
By Matt Duda
Co-Editor-in-Chief
A lot could be said about 
Sacred Heart’s men’s basketball 
team, but one thing nobody 
could claim is that coach Dave 
Bike’s squad is boring.
The Pioneer’s opened he 
season Nov. 19 with a thrilling, 
if not gut wrenching, 96-93 dou­
ble-overtime loss to Hartford. 
Down three points with 4 sec­
onds remaining in the second 
overtime period, junior point 
guard Kurt Reis stepped to the 
foul line and made his first shot.
Reis intentionally missed 
the second, allowing junior Tim 
Welch to tap in a rebound that 
appeared to secure a third over­
time.
Hartford’s freshman
Pointguard, took the inbounds 
pass with 2.4 seconds and raced 
down the court, firing in the 
game winner with Welch in his 
face.
Against Rider on Nov.23, 
the Pioneers trailed 73-71 with 
just seven seconds remaining in 
the game. A three-point attempt 
misfired and SHU fell 75-71.
Sacred Heart finally earned 
its first Division I win last 
Saturday in yet another tight 
contest. The Pioneers defeated 
Ivy League member Cornell 65- 
64 to up their record to 1-2.
“We walked out of the first 
two games and said that we 
could have won, and we walked 
out of the third and said we 
could have lost," said Bike. 
"We had chances to win in the 
first two games."
Juniors Marijus Kovaliukas 
and Donte Lloyd share the team 
scoring lead, averaging 13 
points per contest.
Junior Collin Watson aver­
ages 12 points while Welch and 
Mike Sandy contribute 10 each.
Sandy hit three free throws 
in the final 30 seconds to hold 
OS’ Cornell.
One key player missing 
from the Pioneer lineup is junior 
forward Andrew Hunter.
Bike decided to redshirt 
Hunter so that the Ontario, 
Canada native can develop a 
better feel for the game.
The Pioneers, several of 
whom are fighting off sickness 
and injury, take on Maine at 2 
p.m. Saturday in the Pitt Center. 
SHU’s women take on Yale 
immediately after.
Fledging fencing team short-handed on rosters
By Kelly-Ann Franklin and 
Chris Snyder
Sports Editor, Contributing Writer
found a new team to call its own 
this year.
Putting aside the fact that 
this is our inaugural season in 
Division I competition as a 
school, it is also the fencing 
team’s inaugural season as a 
competitive varsity sport.
The team began as a devel­
opmental club last year and has 
yet to post a win in any of its 
meets.
“We can’t win matches 
because we don’t have a full 
roster. The incoming freshmen 
failed to come out,” said 
Ciccarone. “Also, the recruit­
ment material went out late, in 
February.”
SHU fields both men’s and 
women’s teams in foil, epee and 
sabre. Three competitors in 
each weapon are reguired for a 
full team. There are currently 
four men’s and six women’s 
fencers. This insures that even 
though SHU’s fencers win their
bouts, they still lose the meet 
because they must forfeit any 
bouts that they don’t have com­
petitors for.
“It’s disappointing because 
we 'San”wftnndividuall;^,'' but 
we’ll never win a meet,” said 
Nate Gonyer, a sophomore from 
Canton, N.Y. Other team mem­
bers echo the sentiment.
“It’s frustrating. The peo­
ple we have now are dedicated. 
We’ve won the majority of our 
bouts,” said men’s captain Erik 
Hansen, a junior from Freehold, 
N.Y.
However, sophomore Jenny 
Herb feels a little differently.
“I don’t find it that hard. 
You’re fencing for a team, but 
you’re also fencing for your­
self,” said Herb.
Hansen feels that the reason 
for a low turn out is simple.
“The reason that most peo­
ple don’t get into fencing is 
because they don’t understand 
it,” said Hansen. “They don’t 
realize it’s a modem sport, with 
electronic scoring. They think 
it’s very traditional, dike classi­
cal fencing, but it’s evolved way 
beyond that.”
Contributed Photo
The fencing team continues to compete, despite a lack of athletes on the roster.
Ciccarone has nothing but 
high praise when it comes to the 
team he does have.
“The team that has stuck 
with it is doing phenomenal. I’m 
so impressed,” said Ciccarone. 
“The kids I have are excellent.”
Even with the low turn out 
this year, Ciccarone is optimistic 
about the team’s second year.
“I expect a full team next
year,” said Ciccarone. “I have 
14 students applying, have 
applied or will apply with three 
years minimum of experience 
and eight years maximum of 
experience as fencers.”
“I think we’ll do well in our 
second year.”
The fencers, as opposed to 
most varsity sports that practice 
five to six days a week, only
schedule practice times three 
days a week. But it sdll hasn’t 
brought in the athletes the team 
needs.
“The kids have found that 
the more training they do, the 
better they do,” said Ciccarone. 
“The less training they do, the 
worse they do.”
“I’ll do anything to train 
somebody who is serious.”
Problem with athletic department? Not enough recognition given
By Kelly-Ann Franklin
Sports Editor
Let’s check something out 
here with the athletic depart­
ment. Not that I would like to 
bad mouth it, nor do I feel badly 
for any reason towards it. In 
fact, I am probably one of the 
biggest advocates for the depart­
ment that is responsible for 
bringing much of the recogni­
tion to the school and providing 
the William H. Pitt Center a rea­
son to exist.
I love to go to football, field 
hockey, soccer, baseball and
basketball games just for fun. I 
love the promotions that the 
Sports Marketing department 
has been keeping up with. 
However, what I am disappoint­
ed to know is that I rarely ever 
hear about the good that is com­
ing out of the department with 
its athletes.
Thankfully, due to an article 
done by Brian McGrath this 
week, I have found out some­
thing fascinating. Last year, our 
men’s and women’s indoor track 
teams competed in the 
Connecticut Track Conference 
meet.
What is significant is that 
the men actually won the title, 
while the women placed third. 
Also, the women’s team has 
won the CTC’s relay carnival for 
the past three years, while the 
men managed to win it the pre­
vious two..
Thank you Brian for letting 
me know, now I have an idea of 
how good our track teams really 
are. However, because there was 
no big to-do about it, nor is there 
possibility for us to go see the 
cross country or outdoor track 
teams (because of a lack of facil­
ities) I had to wait until this
week of my senior year to find 
this out.
Plus, there aren’t enough 
members on the roster for the 
fencing teams. Therefore, they 
are incapable of winning meets 
because of a lack of personnel.
However, according to the 
head coach, Tom Ciccarone, 
they have about a 90 percent 
winning average when they 
compete. Just to compare with 
other teams, that is better than 
any other sport right now, save 
for track and cross country. We 
have a swim team, hut because 
they must travel to compete, no
student in their right mind would 
travel so far to watch the compe­
tition, making support nearly 
nonexistent or impossible.
Our money goes to a poorly 
developed football program, 
which it should seeing as how it 
brings in the most money of all 
programs except for possibly 
basketball. But all our programs 
should be supported equally, and 
recognized equally for their hard 
work, dedication, and talent 
despite how “insignificant” the 
sport may seem to administra­
tors.
